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LIBRARIES AND INSTITUTIONS

Delegation from the China National Publishing Industry Trading Corporation Visits USA

From late March through mid-April this year three officials of the China National Publishing
Industry Trading Corporation (CNPITC), Beijing, China, visited over a dozen East Asian
libraries in the United States. The group included Yuan Q i £ $ £ , Vice President, He
X i a o b i n f ^ ^ J t , Vice-Manager of the Import/Export Department, and Ji
Qingbin Js^jtft , Head of the Europe/American Section of the company. The visit was
supported by a grant from the American Council of Learned Societies and arranged by a
Coordination Committee, including Dr. T. H. Tsien (Chicago), Chairman; James Cheng (UCLA)
on the West Coast; and Diane Perushek (Princeton) on the East Coast The purpose of the visit
was for the group to observe the technical operations of the East Asian libraries in the United
States, to discuss with librarians their needs and problems, and to get acquainted with staff
members to promote mutual understanding and good will.
The group arrived in San Francisco on March 23 and attended the annual meeting of the Associ
ation for Asian Studies and its Committee on East Asian Libraries to which Mr. Yuan made a re
port on current publishing in China and the work of the CNPITC (Sec the translation of Mr.
Yuan's speech in the Articles Section in this issue). While in San Francisco they visited the East
Asian collections at the University of California at Berkeley and the Hoover Institution at Stanford
University. Leaving San Francisco they traveled across the country visiting the East Asia Library
of the University of Washington, the Oriental Library at UCLA, the East Asian Library at the
University of Chicago and the Center for Research Libraries, the Asia Library of the University of
Michigan, the Gest Oriental Library at Princeton University, Columbia University's East Asian
Library, the Oriental Collection of the New York Public Library, the East Asian Collection at Yale
University, the Harvard-Yenching Library, the Library of Congress and the Smithsonian
Institution Libraries in Washington, D.C. The three-week visit was successfully completed and
the delegation left New York for Beijing on April 13.
Tsien Tsuen-hsuin

University of California, Los Angeles
The Richard C. Rudolph Oriental Library at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
has received an HE A Tide II-C grant from the Department of Education to process and catalog its
collection of materials on Japanese fine arts, including the rare materials in the Julian Wright
Collection. The grant period runs from October 1987 through December 1988. Two FTE
professional positions (one Senior Cataloger/Subject Specialist and one Japanese Cataloger) and
one FTE clerical support staff position will be funded for this project
The Japanese fine arts collection at UCLA includes more than 1,800 tides, mostly published from
the turn of the century through the 1940s. It includes a large number of materials that are virtually
irreplaceable today. Furthermore, the subject content of this collection is so broad and
comprehensive that the collection is not only indispensable for the study of Japanese art and art
history, but also for research in other areas such as the social life and customs of Japan, its
religion, architecture, folklore, history, literature, social conditions, sculpture, drama and the
theater, history of Buddhism, papermaking, pottery, and textile design, to name a few. The
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breadth and depth of the fine arts collection of the Oriental Library were further strengthened by
the addition of the Julian Wright Collection of Japanese fine arts materials donated to the UCLA
Library in 1978. A school teacher in the Los Angeles area, Wright began collecting works on
Japanese art when he was a young man, and he made frequent buying trips to the Orient He
stipulated in his will that after his death his entire collection of rare materials on Japanese art be
donated to the UCLA Library. Consisting of 650 tides in almost 1,600 volumes, most of the
materials in the Julian Wright Collection were published or printed during the Edo period (16001867) and the Meiji period (1868-1912).
Using the OCLC-CJK system this project will create online bibliographic records in the vernac
ular for about 2,450 tides in Japanese fine arts, including the conversion of over 1,000 cataloging
records classified under the Harvard-Yenching Classification Scheme into full MARC Library of
Congress cataloging records. These records will be available through the OCLC data base and
through the publication of a printed subject bibliography of the entire Japanese fine arts collection
of the Oriental Library at UCLA. Appropriate preservation treatment including re binding,
protective casing, or microfilming will also be provided for those materials that require such
treatment

The British Library
The British Library Conservation and Binding section has recently begun a restoration on a grand
scale: returning the Qing encyclopedia Gu jin tu shu ji cheng ^ T ^ f f l ^ f f jfa to its
former glory. This undertaking is made possible by a generous donation from John Swire and
Sons, who have "adopted" part of the encyclopedia through the Library's "Adopt a book"
scheme. This is a program, begun officially on April 16, 1987, by which individuals or
companies can contribute to the preservation of a single volume or group of volumes and take an
interest in the progress of the preservation.
The name of John Swire and Sons is well-known, particularly is the Far East for the firm's
interests have been expanding there since 1867 when it first opened an office in Shanghai. It was
therefore very appropriate for John Swire to agree to help with the preservation of the Gu jin tu
shu ji cheng.
The British Library's copy is one of a first edition of about sixty-four, printed on yellow paper
and is thought to be the only complete copy of the first edition outside China. Purchased from an
unidentified "Imperial Prince" in 1877, the encyclopedia was removed from its original
tao$ (cases) and rebound in western-style calf and buckram. This nineteenth century western
binding is now badly in need of repair and, instead of continuing the incongruous combination of
heavy western binding and light Chinese paper, the Library decided to restore the work to its
original format, resewing the ceft(fascicles) and making new too.
Michael Chambers of the Conservation Studio in Oriental Collections had spent time studying and
recreating a Chinese tao and his experience was passed on to Conservation and Binding. The
small bone fasteners used in Chinese tao were purchased from the fine art suppliers Rong boo
zhai£j£Jfc in Beijing and, after a protracted search, suitable cotton in the right shade of
dark blue, was tracked down by Conservation and Binding. The Library was fortunate, too, that
Mark Bernard, a colleague of Michael Chambers in the Oriental Collections Conservation Studio,
was able to spend several weeks in the National Library of China in the autumn of 1986, where
he learned traditional Chinese methods of sewing thread-bound volumes, which differ subtly
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from the Japanese styles. With this combination of expertise and the generosity of John Swire
and Sons, the unique Gu jin tu shu ji cheng is recovering its original and more harmonious ap
pearance.
(Adapted from the British Library India Office Library and Records Oriental
Newsletter, no. 39 (September 1987): 1-2. Frances Wood (OC))

Collections

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
The Asian Library has recently received a gift collection of 600 volumes of current Chineselanguage publications. Cosponsored by the Government Information Office and the National
Central Library of the Republic of China on Taiwan, the collection was on display at the 40th
Annual Conference of the Association for Asian Studies held in San Francisco, California, March
25-27, 1988. This important gift would not have been possible without the assistance of
Frederick Chien, Taiwan's top representative in Washington, D.C. Along with the 500-volume
of the facsimile edition of Ch'ih-tsao t'ang ch'in ting ssu k'u ch'Uan shu hui yao
^fyfiKi-**
("Digest of the Great Chinese
Encyclopedia")
which was donated by Dr. Cnien last February, this valuable collection will be added to a special
collection in memory of his father, the late Shih-liang Chien, a distinguished alumnus of the
University of Illinois (M.S., 1932; Ph.D., 1934; Honorary Doctor of Science, 1983).

^t^i

(William Wong)
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